THE DISRAELIS AND THE GLADSTONES

GLADSTONE had office and Disraeli had none,
Mary Anne, who felt convinced that their situations
ought to be reversed, could not help contrasting
rather bitterly the different circumstances in which
Gladstone and her Dizzy grew up.

Gladstone, five years younger than Disraeli, had been born
in 1809, the son of a rich father, with a silver spoon in his mouth,
He was educated at Eton under the headmastership of Dr,
Keate. Eton at that time consisted of four hundred and ninety
boys, and Dr. Keate, a famous flagellant, spent much of his
time birching the four hundred and ninety boys. Gladstone,
strangely enough for so worthy a character, suffered under one
of Dr* Keate's birches, but in a good cause, Being at the time
form praeposter, he left out from a list of those to be birched
three boys who said their parents were coming down to see them,
and bled accordingly as a result of this kindly action.

He remained at Eton for six years, concentrating on the
.classics and reading widely in general literature. His great
friend at Eton was Arthur Henry Hallam, who made a still
more remarkable friendship at Cambridge with Tennyson,
Hallam foretold that Gladstone would become the greatest
orator of his time and Tennyson the greatest poet, The
prophecy as regards Tennyson was correct, but whether Glad-
stone's oratory eclipsed Disraeli's can only be a matter of opinion,
Gladstone's style has been defined very happily by one
biographer, who writes of him that he could envelop the
simplest question with long, obscure sentences,"

From Eton he proceeded to Christ Church, Oxford. There
he became greatly involved in religion, ever a weakness of his,
sampling it from various founts, He did not always agree with
his preachers, and wrote of Newman: "Much singular, not to
say objectionable, matter, if one may so speak of so good a man/*

Thus, while Disraeli was brought up in more or less obscure